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…farewell Robert! 
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…and yes, we’ve had some 
laughs! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors, and do not necessarily represent the views 
of Park United Reformed Church, but I wonder if anyone ever reads this bit. 



page 3 

Secretary’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 

We all said our farewells to Robert and Suzy on the 9th July. It was a very 
moving service and it was wonderful to be able to share food with so 
many people.  

Thank you to Tony and Rod, assisted by backing vocals with Helen, 
Carrie and Frances. I think they got their point across maybe we do 
have rather a lot of rotas. Thank you too to all those who put in so much 
effort to make the day a success.  It was a very lovely day and a happy 
occasion if tinged with a little sadness.  

Two weeks later The Moderator, Clare Downing came to explain the 
process and what we might expect. I have included an extract from 
the minutes covering what she said. 

It is important to remember that Park is on a journey. We have been on 
that journey now for 110 years (Anniversary next month).  

Over that time we have had 15 Ministers. Many of our fellowship have 
only known Robert as our Minister. Many have known 2 minsters at Park , 
some can remember 3  and some 4.  

What we are experiencing is not unusual, it is part of our journey. It is 
new, fresh , exciting and we know we can trust in God , he has plans for 
us and they are good plans.  

Roger  
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From the Moderator, Clare Downing  

The church will try to identify what our priorities will 
be for the next few years.  This will be encapsulated 
in a Church Profile which will be sent out to those 
seeking a new calling.  

Clare encouraged members to consider engaging 
broad participation in the process of compiling the 
Profile so that all voices are heard.   

Clare highlighted the problem now facing the Synod regarding the 
falling number of people attending church but the number of churches 
remaining the same.  She identified that the Synod may have to 
consider whether it will be possible for a full time minister to be 
appointed to Park.  

She stated quite clearly that in her view it is unlikely that Park will be 
able to be provided with a full-time minister. 

Once the Church Profile has been completed the Pastoral Committee 
of the Synod will look at the needs of the church plus the needs in the 
area and a decision made about the scope of the vacancy.  There will 
then be a matching process with those seeking new posts. 

How is the decision made about how much ministerial time we will be 
allocated?   

This is usually decided by how much the Synod can afford plus the 
geography of the area. 

How does a shared ministry work.   

It was explained that this works differently in different places. The 
Pastoral committee will be charged with looking at the provision for the 
whole area. 

Are there less ministers or less money?   

There are people waiting/willing to be trained but these have been 
restricted because of finance.  But there are fewer UK responses.  
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Should we expect ½ or ¾ minister?  

Realistically, we may be presented with something like a ¾ - ¼ split but 
this comes with a big health warning, as Clare cannot predict the 
outcome at this stage.  

The final decision must be an agreement between the church and the 
Synod, but it should be recognised that we are part of a larger church 
community. On average a membership of 120 is allocated per minister 
(Park has slightly less members). 

What is the role of the Interim Moderator?   

This role will include help with the Church Profile and the introduction of 
the new minister.  Interim moderators will be appointed to an area.   

They should not be expected to be part of the regular service provision.  

This role has changed over the past 10 years for pragmatic reasons. 
Where ministers are needed during the vacancy, e.g. baptisms, 
weddings and funerals local ministers can do this for us. 

Would it be possible for us to extend our ministers contract if our 
numbers grew?   

This would depend on a number of factors not just numbers.  

Clare commented that although Park church finances are just about 
ok, we still face some challenges in debt repayments, due to our 
ambitious refurbishment projects. Clare recommended that members 
should regularly review their giving. 

Clare told us that there are 130 churches in the Synod and 60 serving 
ministers, some NSMs and some working with other denominations.  

How long is the average vacancy?   

The shortest process after the profile is completed was 4 months.  There 
is no clear pattern to this. 
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Family News 

At the beginning of July we rejoiced with 
Steph and Mark Barkley on the arrival of their 
baby son, Theo Andrew, born on 29th June, 
praying for God’s blessing on all the family.  

On the 9th July gave thanks for everyone gathered to celebrate the 
past 14 years of ministry shared with the Weston family and prayed that 
the transition to Devon would go smoothly.  

We also prayed for the church in Tavistock as they prepared for the 
arrival of their new minister at the beginning of August.  

We gave thanks in July for the baptism of Rowan, Bethany and 
Cameron Alderslade, asking for God’s blessing on all the family.  

Congratulations were given to those completing exams including 
Samantha Oguna and Toby Weston both of whom gained 2:1(Hons) 
degrees and Sue and Andrew Thompson’s daughter, Mary, who 
completed her dentistry degree.  

We also think of all those students who have completed university and 
college courses as they plan for their next steps or start to seek 
employment and those students who will have been receiving their 
results during August.  

Heather King at last obtained possession of her new flat and has been 
in the process of moving in recently.  

Congratulations were sent to Michael and Elizabeth Jackson who 
celebrated their Golden Wedding anniversary on 12th August and 
Simon Jackson who got married on 18th August.  

We remembered and prayed for all those recovering from or receiving 
treatment including John Wise, Julie Cameron, Sylvia Wise, Bob 
dewing’s brother (Peter), Pat Fuller, Thelma Butler, Renee Ewen and 
Olive Goodchild.  

We learnt in August of some sad and tragic news from Hilary 
Applegate. Her grandson, Christian, died following a motorcycle 
accident on 7th August in California.  

Hilary was there for the wedding of her granddaughter on 6th, and 
sadly the accident occurred the next day. Christian was the only son of 



page 7 

Hilary’s son, Rich and his wife, Shannon. The celebration of Christian’s 
life took place on 19th August with a burial service the next day.  

Hilary has reported that Rich and Shannon are doing ok and that it is 
because of the prayers being said for them. Hilary said that it is very 
uplifting to feel the love and care of the people at Park together with 
their prayers.  

Bob Dewing 

Update on Visiting Preachers during Vacancy 

A very big thank you to everyone who has led or taken part in Morning 
Worship or is due to take part in the future – I have been amazed at the 
wonderful response!   

I think you will agree that we are having a good variety of people 
leading and taking part in worship. 

Below is the updated list for the next two months.  We are now 
complete until the end of the year apart from the last two Sundays in 
December which need to be confirmed.   

 3rd September:  Rev Gordon Connell 
 10th September:  Rev John Lee 
 17th September:  Elizabeth Knox 
 24th September:  Simon King 
 1st October:   Rev Ray Stanyon 
 8th October:   Friday House Group 
 15th October:   John Honeybourne 
 22nd October:   Robert Dimmick 
 29th October:   Phebe Mann & David Wong  

We are also doing well for next year but there are still plenty of spare 
slots if you would like to be involved.  Please speak to Roger or me if you 
feel this is something you could do.  

Julia Marsh 
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Robert’s Farewell – in pictures 

photos by Paul Street 
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Housegroup Service – in pictures 

photos by Paul Street 
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SongPro  

Can you press the down arrow? Can you stay awake for the entire 
service?  

Yes?! Then you are perfectly prepared to operate SongPro. 

I am preparing next year's SongPro rota and we are in need of more 
volunteers. Spreading the load makes it easier for everyone. I know 
there are many rotas at Park and some of you will volunteer for more 
than one. However, there are those of you who I'm sure would be able 
to help. 

SongPro requires no preparation or forward planning by the operator 
(Roger prepares that bit for you). It does involve a computer keyboard 
and screen, but honestly requires little more than one finger and timing. 
Even I can do it!  

If you feel able to help please speak to me, Bev Warden, or Roger 
Clark. It will be greatly appreciated! 

With thanks 

Bev Warden  

Letters 

As members of the friendship club we were pleased to 
be invited to Rob’s farewell on Sunday 9th July. 

Margaret & I came to the service & the lunch. We 
enjoyed the day with you and as budding nonagenarians thank you for 
the flowers and the invitation. 

Margaret (from St Bart’s) and I (Earley St. Peter’s) wish Park URC well 
particularly during the vacancy. I am sure it will be a measure of your 
unity that will assist you in gaining a new minister. 

Our Love, prayers and thanks to you all at Park. 

Maureen Stevens 
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Discerning Wisdom - 1 Kings 3:1-14 

The Greek word  (anakrino) means to distinguish, to separate 
out, to examine. Discerning Wisdom is the ability to properly discriminate 
or make determinations. (Hebrews 4:12) The Word of God is said to 
discern the thoughts and intentions of one’s heart. We have just sung 
about God is rich in love, He is slow to anger, God’s name is great and 
His heart is kind. I am focusing on these attributes of God, to understand 
what discerning wisdom is. 

Discerning Wisdom: God is rich in love 

When I was young, I was attracted to stories such as Aladdin and the 
Genie. I really loved to make a wish, and would like my wish to come 
true! If God promised to give you anything, what would you ask for? To 
have lots of money! To own a big new house! To have the most 
powerful car! To be the best in the world …! 

From 1 Kings 3, we learnt that Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the 
statutes of his father David. God asked Solomon in a dream what he 
would like to have. Solomon knew what he needed. He did not ask for 
himself long life or riches and wealth, neither did he ask for the lives of 
his enemies. Solomon asked God, “Give your servant an understanding 
mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, 
for who can govern this, your great people?” Also in (Matthew 6:25-30) 
Jesus spoke about God's loving provision for each one of us and 
specifically linked this to Solomon. 

God is rich in love, He gave Solomon what he asked for, He gave 
Solomon a wise and discerning mind. God’s heart is kind, He gave 
Solomon also what he had not asked for, wealth and honour all his life. 
God’s name is great! If Solomon walks in His ways, keeping His statutes 
and His commandments, God also lengthens Solomon’s life. 

Discerning Wisdom: God is slow to anger 

Let us move on to the next attribute we are going to explore: God is 
slow to anger. God has given us a conscience, implanted with us an 
intuitive sense of right and wrong. Do you think that on a human level, 
there is a potential conflict between our having a sense of right and 
wrong, yet also needing to be slow to anger? 
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God is slow to anger. In discerning the will of God (James 1:19) says: 
“You must understand this, my beloved, let everyone be quick to listen, 
slow to speak, slow to anger”. 

Jane, a good friend of mine, became a missionary and spent more 
than 10 years in Malaysia – she had to face a lot of injustice, she learnt 
to be slow to anger and continued her mission there, so that God would 
bless the people of the land. Her discerning wisdom is to leave the 
injustice with God. Jane obeyed God; God blessed the people with her 
work in the mission field. 

Are we entitled to be angry, when confronted by injustice?  Perhaps an 
answer to this question is that, like Solomon, we should pray for God's 
wisdom and not try to rely on our inadequate human reasoning. 

Discerning Wisdom: God’s name is great  

God’s name is great, His Word is a lamp to my feet, a light to my path 
(Psalms 119:105). The Bible guides us and leads us to discerning wisdom. 
God designed His Word to equip us to accomplish “every good work” 
to fulfil His purposes for our lives (2 Timothy 3:17-18). 

David is a jigsaw puzzle fan. I, sometimes may recognise a group of 
matching pieces, in blue and white, but I may not know where they 
should go in the puzzle; it may be up in the sky or it may be in the 
bottom of the puzzle where it shows the water. We are a very small part 
of God’s puzzle, a very very small period in God’s time, as in 10,000 
years (i.e. infinity) as in Matt Redman’s song we sang earlier. 

Each jigsaw puzzle piece has its own purpose in God’s plan. Each piece 
is unique. It can only fit in one place. Discerning wisdom is examining 
each piece to gradually discover God’s purpose in our life. The pieces 
contain relevant clues of how they might fit together. Pieces that 
already fit, and pieces yet to fit, together will provide clues for us to 
discern the perfect picture, the perfect will in a perfect way. 

Discerning Wisdom: God's heart is kind 

We were having a farewell breakfast with Rob and Suzy a couple of 
weeks ago. We asked about how they exercised their discerning 
wisdom, leaving Park URC for Tavistock URC. Suzy was worrying that she 
would be very far away from her elderly parents. Rob wanted to be 
nearer his parents. Amasingly, Rob has been offered a post at Tavistock 
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URC! Suzy’s parents agreed to move to a place near Tavistock. Rob 
and Suzy have planned to start their ministry of a Retreat Centre in 
Devon. They committed their plan to God at the beginning and God 
worked out the rest for them. God's heart is kind, He provides them with 
Everything. 

How do we as a church discern what Ministries God wants us to pursue? 
We follow God’s discerning wisdom the ministries which are close our 
hearts, commit them to God, to serve the community in Reading and 
meet their needs e.g. Parents & Toddlers, Coffee mornings, Wednesday 
communion, REInspired, Messy Church, Ignite, Scouts & Guides etc.. 
and also work as far as Siyabuswa in South Africa. God's heart is kind, 
He has provided us Everything. 

Let us respond to the challenge of seeking the Perfect Wisdom of God. 

Firstly, seek the Perfect Wisdom focussing on God is rich in love, trust that 
He will provide the best plan for us 

Secondly, God is slow to anger, we should pray for God's wisdom and 
not to rely on our inadequate human reasoning, and learn to be slow to 
anger 

Thirdly God’s name is great His Word is a lamp to our feet, a light to our 
path 

Finally, God's heart is kind, we pray that the Lord will give us not only 
things we ask for, but also all good things we have not asked. 

Dr Phebe Mann 
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 
currently in vacancy 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark    
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 
  

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King    e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many 
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we 
support, with links to even more helpful websites. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
Monday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 
 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Tuesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 
 10.30 am Fitness Pilates 
 1.00 pm Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time) 
 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
Wednesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.00 am Morning Prayers 
 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 
 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 5.00 pm Beavers 
 7.00 pm Scouts 
Thursday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9;45 am Tuneful Tales 
 10.30 am  Reading MenCap 
 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2.00 pm Active Living Tai Chi 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 
 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 
  7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Friday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 
9.00 am 
9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community 
Group 

 10.00 Parenthesis Choir 
 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
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